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p.64-65: General view from the east. 64~65H P L RHER, 77—

The facade is white plaster. p. 66: FIREBERAHEN TS, 66H @ A
Night view from the east. This page, PoRIER. AH, AL AT VT,
above right: Sketch. Opposite, above: HE, Ei3BoBMiz R, HE. T !
View of the bookshelves on the 3rd oD I R P N
floor. Opposite, below: View of 7 v—hERFTERS.

dinning room and kitchen from living
room on the first floor. All photos on
pp. 64-69 by Ralph Feiner.
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'he strange situation of a neighborhood grid plan in a valley
vhere settlement from time immemorial has always been a
ery dense and crowded conglomerate. Suddenly one house
tands alone, surrounded by a private garden, cut off from
lirect contact with neighbors, approaching the deed of an
ndividualist. The advantages of this neighborhood plan, so
oreign to the valley although worked out by a local planner,
vere not apparent. Thus we attempted to hold on to that which
seemed under threat of loss, what seemed to Poschiavo normal,
1sual, local, organic. Not the extravagent but the reticent, the
nformal, the “unarchitectural”, the unspectacular. This was the
motivation: to build house that was subjugated to no fashion,
10t trend but simply “the kind in Poschiavo”, the kind the
hative mountain population would build, a population between
[taly and Switzerland, between 3,000-meter mountains and
moist fertile vegetation zones at 300 meters above sea level, a
valley typified by wind, steep valley walls, and a limited period
of sunshine; a conceptional intervention with general validity
for the valley.

The building thus becomes cultural research on the valley and
its people and their habits. Logically, it no longer matters if the
house is located in this valley, this neighborhood plan, in the
center of the village or on an alp. In the end, it only
demonstrates the individuality of the valley itself.

For this reason, we relinquished the idea of building a “house”.
Rather, this a purely technical installation, a part of the
landscape:

— the parcel’s surrounding wall is related to the house; house
and transition melt into the environment, the terrain

— a facade unshackled from the geometries of human endeavor
(e.g. symmetry), a nearly completely coincidental division

— the load-bearing construction of the interior space reveals
the characteristics of a building carcass, illustrates the search
for a one-room building, for a container-like interior

— interior furnishings, similar to life and conditions in an attic,
are characterized by propped up wooden elements for
wardrobes, bathroom furniture, trunks, etc. One climbs behind
the furniture, around, over, and under it to find one’s own zone
or angle in the house '

— outer surfaces are rough and coarse, the inside left in its raw
condition (no paint on the white plaster walls; only roughly
planed wooden surfaces without further handling; broad, rough-
grained, wooden plank floors...)

— choice of color and material matched tone for tone to the
vegetal environment

—access to the house becomes an element between street and
house roof: from the street, the car drives on a tarred surface
directly onto the house

The borders between valley and building disappear.

Translated from Geman by Claire Bonney
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